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ROTARY    
               CLUB
   OF  NEWBURYPORT         
     Club 6287, District 7780

      HIGHLIGHTS:       
Meeting of January 10, 2006
Sites to See:
www.rotary.org
www.rotary7780.org
www.newburyportrotary.org
Has your phone or e-mail address changed?

Then…. you need to let us know!!

Send your changes to: tpinc@aol.com
Good Afternoon!

Rotary is an International Organization of Volunteers who provide Humanitarian Service

Members Present:  42
Guests and Visiting                           Rotarians

Mark Goldstein, CFO, Anna Jaques

John Wile, Senior Director, Rehabilitation Services, Anna Jaques

    Fines and Happy                 

           Dollars

None  
  Club Reports &       Announcements
Tom Farrell announced that the Frigid Fiver volunteer signups are being passed around for this year’s event on Superbowl Sunday.

Gerry Hirsch announced that this year’s ski trip will be on Wednesday, February 15th at Loon Mountain.  Gerry is negotiating with John Salter for transportation to the mountain.  We hope that this will be a well attended event as has been in past years.

Jay announced that the District Foundation World Peace Dinner will be held on February 25, 2006.  It will include districts 7780 and 7930.  More information to follow.

      60 Seconds of Rotary
Grace Connolly’s 60 Seconds of Rotary 

Grace reminded us that January is Rotary Awareness Month and that this is the time to let other members of the community know who we are and what we do.  Rotary is an international organization that works for peace and better understanding between the citizens of the world.
             Speaker
D.H Short, a cardiovascular specialist and president of the Pass Christian, Mississippi Rotary Club, spoke today. Hurricane Katrina demolished a five-block wide and 60 mile long stretch of beach along the Mississippi Gulf Coast. Pass Christian experienced almost complete devastation. The town of 6000 has been reduced to roughly 900. Dr. Short lost his home, too. A last minute decision to evacuate inland to his hospital saved the lives of his family. He lost all other material possessions. 80% of the town's dwellings were damaged beyond repair. The city’s tax base was also demolished, leaving the city with no way to raise funds.


Dr. Short has been speaking to Rotary Clubs around the country in an attempt to raise money for the city's rebuilding. They are trying to raise: $250,000 million for the rebuilding of the public library and its holdings. 
Building supplies for the low-income housing to help those currently living in the town's tent city. Approximately 100 tents are sheltering former residents. The local Mennonite community has agreed to build these homes if materials can be donated.
Adopt a sewer Project: While the state and federal governments will fund 90% of the $4 million needed to replace the sewer lines, the city will have to contribute 10%. However, almost all commerce was wiped out in the storm, and less than 15% of the town's population remains. With no tax base, the city doesn't know yet how it will raise the money. The Rotary Club's "Adopt a Sewer" project asks people to donate $2000 which will pay for one foot of a new sewer line. A plaque will be erected naming all contributors. 
.
Dump truck: They are trying to arrange for a dump truck to come from California so the town has a way to deal with debris removal.
Boy Scout hut: An old and much used hut was destroyed and the club would like to rebuild this for the town's children. 

All donations will be applied to the funds specified; the Pass Christian Rotary will pay all administrative, advertising, and fund raising costs.

They will send receipts to donors and ask that name, address, phone, email and project toward which the funds should be apply be noted on check.

Mailing address:

Rotary Charity Trust Fund

PO Box 88

Pass Christian, MS   39571
Upcoming Speakers

1/24/06 – Barbara Thomas – Pettingill House

1/31/06 – David Tibbets – Merrimac Valley Economic Planning.
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