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ROTARY    
               CLUB
   OF  NEWBURYPORT         
     Club 6287, District 7780

      HIGHLIGHTS:       
Meeting of October 18, 2005

Sites to See:
www.rotary.org
www.rotary7780.org
www.newburyportrotary.org
Has your phone or e-mail address changed?

Then…. you need to let us know!!

Send your changes to: tpinc@aol.com
Good Afternoon!

Rotary is an International Organization of Volunteers who provide Humanitarian Service

Members Present:  40
   Student Guests

Triton students, Kerry Stokes and Katelyn Mowbray attended today. Stokes, a member of the varsity basketball team and the Honor Society, would like to study criminal justice and work as a police officer. Mowbray, a member of the cross country and track and field teams, would like to study elementary education at Gordon College.

    Fines and Happy                 

           Dollars

*    George Cashman led the Happy Dollar announcements by lording it over Josiah Welch that Holy Cross defeated Dartmouth.
*     Peter Johnston put in a dollar to celebrate that visiting student, Katelyn Mowbray, who wanted to attend his alma mater, Gordon College.
*     Mark O’Brien gave a dollar so he could talk football.
  Club Reports &       Announcements
*    Jay McGovern announced that the Hospital Hollywood Gala brought in 230 attendees last Friday and netted $58,000 in funds for the operating rooms of the future project.
*    Ted Atkinson announced that he had just returned from a three week vacation in Hawaii celebrating his 50th wedding anniversary.

*   Liz Cullen celebrated the 2 hours of sunshine reportedly seen on Monday.

*   Kate Kelly announced that the club will be hosting a Halloween party for the Salisbury Boys and Girls Club on Thursday, October 27th. She is asking for volunteers from 3-5 to help set up and play games, and a second shift of volunteers from 5 – 7 to play games and help clean up.

*   60 seconds of Rotary by Grace Connolly.

Grace announced that Rotary had established two groups in Afghanistan this year. The first in Jalalabad had, as its first project, planted trees and built a park. The Rotary Club of LaJolla California has partnered with the second club in Herat. Together they are building new schools and establishing an exchange program with the University of California, San Diego.
            Guest Speaker


As part of an effort to help new members learn more about the club, Jay will be asking long-time members to talk about the club’s history.

     
Ted Atkinson spoke about his years of service in the Newburyport Rotary Club. Born and raised in Newburyport, he went through the public schools here until the 9th grade. His parents, he claims, decided he was having too much fun and sent him to prep school in the sticks of New Hampshire. He attended the University of Maine at Orono until his junior year; when Uncle Sam drafted him and sent him to Germany. There, he met his wife Gabriella. (They celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in Hawaii this month.

His daughter lives in Virginia and her husband has been working in Afghanistan the past two years. His firm manages supply logistics for the Army. He has two grandchildren.


Ted, with some help from the audience, reminded everyone of the club’s peripatetic wanderings among the region’s meeting places over the past few decades. When he first joined, the club it met at the Central Congregational Church, where we were known as a roll throwing club. Meetings, he claims; were like snowball fights. Visitors had to have eyes in the back of their heads. He added that the fathers of many members seated in the audience had been instrumental in this tradition. He even named names.

Ted also remembered a few additional clubs from the days when his father was a member. When I was in the 7th or 8th grade, they me at Fern’s on Pleasant Street. “Josiah, you’d remember that?) he said. “Yes. Thanks” replied Mr. Welch with aplomb.


When Fern’s moved to State Street so did the club and at one point it met at the Break of Day Hill, a restaurant on Merrimac Street that is now a house. Since then the club has met at the Chain Bridge Manor, Labadini’s Restaurant (where Kelly’s Rentals is now located) Sailor Bill’s in Salisbury, MA The Elks Lodge on Low Street, Woodman’s Lodge on Plum Island, Michael’s Harborside, Stripers, and now Glen’s.
NEXT WEEK’S  

SPEAKER

 Ganson Purcell will be speaking on Antartica
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